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THE 

WHY,  HOW,  AND  WHERE 
OF  CO-OPERATION  WITH 
THIRTY  COUNTRIES 

ORIGINS 

// 

IN  ASIA 

NO  one  sat  in  an  office  in  North  America  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  useful  for  the  North  American 
Associations  to  undertake  service  in  foreign  countries.  The 
roots  of  this  service  are  on  the  foreign  field.  In  1885  an  American  mis- 
sionary teacher  in  a boy’s  school  in  Ceylon,  desiring  to  have  some 
further  instrumentality  by  which  to  nurture  the  moral  and  spiritual 
life  within  the  institution,  fell  back  on  his  own  experience  as  a for- 
mer Yale  University  student,  and  organized  a Student  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  Almost  simultaneously  another  Yale  man,  for 
the  same  reason,  acted  likewise  in  one  of  the  colleges  of  North  China. 
Within  a brief  contemporary  period  such  Student  Associations  sprang 
up  numerously  over  Asia,  founded  usually  by  the  missionaries  of  the 
Church  Boards.  The  purpose  of  these  founders  was  the  fulfilment  of 
the  objective  of  the  colleges  conceived  as  the  recruiting  ground  for 
a body  of  men  who  would  be  the  teachers,  pastors,  and  other  work- 
ers of  the  new  churches  that  were  to  rise.  The  Young  Men’s  Chris- 
tian Association  was  to  be  a tool  in  the  process. 

Parallel  with  the  missionary  colleges,  universities  of  the  State 
were  growing  apace  in  the  great  centers  of  Japan,  India  and  other 
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lands  of  Asia,  for  training  the  secular  leadership  of  their  nations  as 
surely  as  West  Point  was  training  men  for  the  United  States  Army. 
The  Christian  forces,  looking  over  the  walls  of  these  universities, 
realized  the  strategy  of  bringing  to  bear  upon  those  students  also, 
for  spiritual  ends,  the  best  experience  known  to  Christian  churches 
of  the  West.  They  petitioned  the  International  Committee  of  the 
North  American  Associations  to  send  to  them  men  who  knew  the 
spirit  and  methods  of  the  Student  Movement  in  the  American  and 
Canadian  State  universities. 

It  has  been  the  rule  in  the  spread  of  Christianity  that  the  poor 
first  hear  the  Gospel  gladly.  The  more  well-to-do  and  privileged 
classes  get  it  by  a secondary  infection.  This  was  holding  true  in  most 
of  Asia.  The  missionaries  and  the  Christian  nationals  educated  in 
the  West  recognized  that  if  the  churches  they  were  undertaking  to 
found  were  ever  to  be  independent  institutions  among  their  people, 
they  must  have  an  adequate  national  financial  base.  They  knew  that 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  of  North  America  had  a 
genius  and  technique  for  ministering  to  the  needs  of  men  and  boys 

in  large  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial centers,  the  sources 
of  concentrated  wealth.  Ac- 
cordingly, they  called  again, 
asking  for  the  experience  of 
this  lay  institution  which  the 
churches  at  home  were  find- 
ing useful  in  the  cities. 

The  calls  from  these  lead- 
ers of  the  churches  of  Asia 
accumulated  in  the  offices  of 
the  International  Commit- 
tee, until  the  Convention, 
sitting  in  Philadelphia  in 
1889,  after  debating  for  a 
day  whether  the  Associations 
should  respond,  voted  to 
commission  and  send  out 


Kuninosuke  from  Kobe,  japan 
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two  men  to  undertake  these  specialized  services  to  the  forces  of  reli- 
gion and  morality  in  Asia.  David  McConaughy,  Jr.,  went  out  from 
Philadelphia  to  Madras,  and  John  T.  Swift  from  Orange,  N.  J.,  to 
Tokyo.  The  temporary  committee  created  to  give  direction  to  this 
undertaking  had  as  chairman  Robert  R.  McBurney,  general  secretary 
of  New  York  City. 

IN  LATIN  AMERICA 

While  the  missionaries  were  not  aloof  from  the  appeals  in 
behalf  of  Latin  America  the  summonses  came  most  impressively  from 
the  Christian  business  men  of  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Great 
Britain,  and  from  the  Christian  diplomats  of  their  governments,  who 
saw  what  climate,  disease,  loneliness  and  destructive  habits  were 
doing  to  break  down  the  health,  character  and  usefulness  of  the  young 
men  away  from  home,  under  their  administration.  They  plead,  "If 
you  do  not  care  much  for  the  Latin  youth,  have  some  consideration 
for  our  own  kind  here  on  the  frontiers  of  our  legitimate  commercial 
and  political  interests.”  Thus  it  came  about  as  these  calls  also  were 
answered  that  in  Mexico  City,  Valparaiso,  Montevideo,  and  Buenos 
Aires,  in  the  early  years,  the  boards  of  directors,  membership,  and 
financial  support  were  in  large  measure  Anglo-Saxon.  This  was  less 
characteristic  in  Brazil  and  has  long  since  ceased  to  prevail  in  the 
other  countries,  for  those  Associations  are  now  essentially  Latin  insti- 
tutions with  an  altogether  preponderant  Latin  membership,  support 
and  control,  although  completely  hospitable  to  the  young  men  from 
out  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  other  non-Latin  communities. 

IN  EUROPE 

The  North  American  Associations  are  co-operating  in  Europe 
today,  having  traveled  over  yet  another  road,  one  thrown  up  by  the 
World  War.  Prior  to  the  War,  their  Foreign  Committee  had  repre- 
sentatives in  Russia,  Turkey,  and  Portugal.  The  pioneering  work  of 
the  James  Stokes  Society,  to  which  the  Foreign  Committee  later  suc- 
ceeded, was  significant  in  Russia  and  in  Italy.  On  the  continent  of 
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Europe  and  in  the  British 
Isles,  National  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  Move- 
ments existed,  some  of  them 
older  than  our  own,  that  had 
spread  directly  from  the  par- 
ent London  Association,  just 
as  the  Movement  had  come 
this  way  from  England. 
Those  Movements  were 
strongest  in  the  British  Isles, 
Scandinavia  andother  North 
European  countries,  chiefly, 
it  will  be  noted,  in  Protes- 
tant Europe.  The  War  took 
the  North  American  service 
first  into  the  prisoner-of-war 
camps  of  all  the  major  com- 
batants, later  into  the  Armies 
of  the  chief  Allies  and  after  the  Armistice  into  the  new  states  made 
up  from  the  broken  empires  of  Germany,  Russia,  Austria-Hungary, 
and  Turkey. 

An  informed  man  very  close  to  the  President  has  said  that  four 
organizations  saved  that  part  of  Europe  immediately  after  the  War 
from  sinking  into  the  morass  that  swallowed  up  Russia  as  a result  of 
War  strains  and  miseries.  He  named  the  American  Relief  Administra- 
tion which  fed  multitudes,  especially  children,  the  American  Red  Cross, 
that  held  back  the  scourges  of  typhus  and  other  epidemics,  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  the  American  and  English  Quakers, 
who  fed  the  children  of  Germany  from  funds  raised  largely  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Hoover  when  Congress  refused  to  loan  money  to 
relieve  the  former  enemy  countries. 

The  three  other  institutions  were  emergent  in  character,  and 
when  the  emergency  passed  their  American  and  other  foreign  workers 
were  withdrawn.  A limited  stall  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
secretaries  remained  under  such  a pressure  as  had  come  previously 
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Young  China 


from  no  other  part  of  the  world  from  the  leaders  of  education,  social 
welfare,  business,  and  government,  asking  for  help  in  establishing  the 
organization  on  a civilian  national  basis. 

They  based  their  invitations  on  this  argument:  In  our  new  free 
life,  we  are  taking  the  way  of  democracy  and  education.  If  these 
institutions  are  to  survive  and  succeed  they  must  rest  on  the  sub- 
structure of  unselfish  and  intelligent  character.  We  need  experience 
like  yours,  gathered  across  the  world  helping  build  up  a youth  that 
will  enter  upon  life  trained  unselfishly  and  otherwise  disciplined  to 
useful  citizenship  in  the  state.  The  case  was  urged  more  insistently 
by  none  other  than  by  the  Poles — their  people  almost  wholly  Roman 
Catholic,  the  state  religion  Catholic,  a Minister  of  Religion  in  the 
Cabinet.  It  has  been  proven  that  those  who  petitioned  had  a right 
to  speak  for  Poland.  At  the  present  time  financial  support  for  the 
Polish  YMCA  is  augmented  by  contributions  from  six  units  of  the 
National  Government. 

There  are  manifold  reasons  why  responsible  leaders  in  the  Euro- 
pean corridor  countries  ask  for  and  support  this  service  institution. 
It  is  a vehicle  of  religion  in 
relation  to  personal  daily  life 
and  social  welfare.  For  the 
first  time  in  their  experience 
laymen  are  liberated  for 
Christian  tasks  formerly 
monopolized  by  the  clergy. 

A ministry  is  given  in  seats 
of  racial  feuds  by  men  from 
nationalities  whose  training 
has  not  been  bent  to  the 
hatred  of  national  enemies. 

Boy  camping  for  character 
building  is  being  transplant- 
ed. Physical  education  of  a 
type  better  suited  to  the  new 
generation  is  welcomed  by 

the  highest  government  au-  chot  from  Korea  w Rh  Prhe  Roos(er 
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thoriries.  The  Eastern  Churches  look  to  the  Association  approach  and 
technique  for  help  in  their  religious  problems  with  youth. 

THREE  GOVERNING  PRINCIPLES 

In  the  operation  of  this  program  of  co-operation  there  have  been  from 
the  beginning  three  governing  principles.  The  first  is  that  this  service, 
insofar  as  it  involves  the  organization  of  units  across  the  world,  pro- 
vides that  those  units  be  self-supporting.  The  Foreign  Committee’s 
major  contribution  has  been  to  send  out  and  maintain  the  most  capable 
men  of  experience  and  devotion  available,  as  the  means  of  lending 
the  desired  experience,  while  the  new  local  Associations  founded  and 
operated  must  support  themselves. 

Secondly,  the  young  Associations  had  from  the  outset  what 
belongs  with  self-support — the  right  to  self-direction.  Authority  has 
not  been  imposed  on  them  from  North  America.  The  Tokyo,  Calcutta, 
Constantinople,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  Associations  have  been  just  as 
autonomous  as  always  those  in  Montreal  and  Boston.  The  result, 
immediately,  was  to  enlist  in  Association  leadership  in  the  nations, 
the  men  willing  and  able  to  act  for  themselves  and  to  bear  large 
responsibilities. 

The  third  principle  had  been  demonstrated  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States.  In  Boston,  Montreal,  New  York.  Philadelphia,  Chicago, 
and  other  metropolitan  cities  were  men  who  saw  a ministry  for  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  not  only  in  their  cities,  but  for 
their  states  and  nations.  Through  State  and  National  Committees 
they  spread  the  Movement  across  this  continent.  Thus  instructed,  the 
contribution  of  personnel  in  other  countries  has  been  made  for  place- 
ment in  the  chief  centers  where  government,  education,  commerce, 
finance,  and  religion  have  their  bases  and  from  which  their  streams 
of  influence  flow  nation-wide.  This  procedure  has  made  the  process 
a comparatively  economical  one,  both  as  to  men  and  money. 

In  addition  to  service  through  personnel,  it  has  been  recognized 
that  a real  demonstration  of  what  this  Movement  means  in  its  city 
aspect,  particularly,  is  not  possible  w ithout  something  approaching 
adapted  equipment.  From  time  to  time  contributions  have  been  made 
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toward  helping  the  key  cities  gain  buildings  in  which  a true  laboratory 
of  Association  usefulness  could  be  conducted.  Eight  millions  of  dollars 
are  represented  in  120  equipment  projects  provided  jointly  by  the  gifts 
of  North  Americans,  nationals,  and  governments. 

When  the  time  has  come  in  a country  for  the  young  Associations 
to  create  a national  organization  for  self-propagation,  the  Foreign 
Committee,  in  addition  to  affording  personnel  able  to  give  wide 
guidance  to  the  new  Movement,  has  made  financial  grants  toward 
its  program  of  recruiting  and  training,  for  literature  production,  and 
such  kindred  activities  as  best  facilitate  growth  and  maturity.  Aid  of 
this  character  has  proven  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  national  Move- 
ment's symmetrical  development  and  of  economy  for  the  North 
American  Associations  by  hastening  arrival  to  a point  of  fuller  self- 
reliance.  With  respect  to  these  lines  of  strategy,  it  is  significant  that, 
when  the  best  thought,  rip- 
est experience,  and  most 
trusted  judgment  of  the 
world’s  missionary  forces 
that  could  be  assembled,  met 
in  Jerusalem  in  April,  1928, 
and  with  the  leading  nation- 
al Christiansconsidered  what 
should  be  the  strategy  for  the 
future  expansion  of  Chris- 
tianity, there  was  no  particu- 
lar in  which  they  laid  down 
principle  or  policy  in  ad- 
vance of  those  that  had  gov- 
erned this  Association’s  co- 
operative undertaking  with 
other  peoples.  Warrant  ex- 
ists therefore  for  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  procedure 
in  the  main  has  been  sound. 

This  is  supported  by  findings 
within  the  enterprise  itself.  , , 

1 A Member  from  Havana 
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AN  ENGINEERING  REPORT 


In  response  to  the  calls  described  and  governed  by  the  foregoing 
principles,  161  men,  known  as  foreign  secretaries,  are  operating  at 
the  present  time  in  thirty  countries.  The  field  administration  is  by 
four  Areas.  The  Far  East  quota  consists  of  forty-one  in  China,  ten  in 
Japan,  and  five  each  in  Korea  and  the  Philippines.  India,  Ceylon, 
and  Burma  have  a total  of  twenty-three.  Six  serve  in  Egypt,  three 
in  Palestine,  one  in  South  Africa.  These  six  fields  constitute  what  is 
known  as  the  Area  of  Southern  and  Western  Asia  and  Africa.  Latin 
America  forms  another  Area.  Eight  of  its  republics  (counting  Porto 
Rico  as  one)  have  been  entered  with  a staff  of  twenty-four,  including 
those  who  work  continentally  in  the  direction  of  training  and  of  such 
specialization  as  religious  emphasis,  physical  education,  and  finance. 
In  the  fourth  Area — Europe — thirty-two  men  are  allocated  to  eleven 
countries. 


ABOUT  SELF-SUPPORT 

Achievement  in  self-support  finds  a country  like  China,  for  example, 
producing  larger  income  for  maintaining  their  local  Associations  and 
National  Committee  than  the  foreign  staff  costs  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  the  excess  being  approximately  twenty-five  per  cent. 
Cities  like  Seoul,  Shanghai,  Kyoto,  Manila,  and  Montevideo  no  longer 
require  the  maintenance  of  a foreign  secretary  with  local  responsibili- 
ties. Moreover  some  of  them  and  others  not  named  have  become 
bases  from  which  substantial  support  goes  into  the  national 
propagation  of  the  Movement.  Buenos  Aires  in  the  generation  of  its 
one  foreign  general  secretary  has  built  up  an  Association  that  not 
only  maintains  its  own  operations  with  a staff  of  ten  Argentine  sec- 
retaries, and  has  expanded  its  property  by  $400,000  in  23  years  with- 
out aid  from  the  Foreign  Committee  beyond  the  initial  gift,  but  con- 
tributed during  the  past  year  $10,000  gold  to  the  service  operations 
of  the  South  American  Continental  Committee. 


[12] 


SELF-DIRECTION 


WHAT  REMAINS 
TO  BE  DONE 

The  initial  commission,  to 
establish  self-supporting, 
self-directing,  and  self-prop- 
agating Associations  in  the 
countries  thus  far  entered, 
has  not  yet  been  fulfilled.  In 
some,  North  American  co- 
operation has  been  given  for  a 
brief  period  only,  five  to  ten 
years.  Recalling  the  long  pe- 
riod during  which  the  need 
exists  in  the  home  lands  for 
National  Councils  and  State 
Committees,  is  enough  to 
establish  the  fact  that  the 


The  genius  of  Dr.  Mott  and  the  fidelity  of  men  like  Brockman  and 
their  contemporary  pioneers  come  into  true  perspective  in  reflecting 
that  a generation  before  the  capacities  of  the  then  dormant  national- 
isms were  more  than  faintly  sensed,  they  laid  the  foundations  of  this 
service  upon  those  bases.  Now  when  nationalism  surges  up  with 
positively  destructive  force  as  in  the  Chinese  revolution,  and  casts 
about  to  eliminate  influences  that  denationalize,  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  is  found  not  to  be  foreign,  but  Chinese — a 
a man;  the  directors  of  the  local  Associations,  Chinese;  practically  all 
the  property  in  China,  including  that  secured  by  funds  contributed 
tfte  property  in  China,  including  that  secured  bv  funds  contributed 
from  America,  in  the  hands 
of  the  National  Committee 
of  China. 


Jedu,  an  all-round  college  athlete  from 
South  Africa 
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SOME  RECENT  FOREIGN 


Kowloon  Bram 


Stamboul  Branch,  ( 


ASSOCIATION  BUILDINGS 


kong,  China 


function  of  lending  experienced  leadership  to  build  up  self-reliant 
bodies  is  one  of  no  short  duration.  A percentage  of  the  foreign  secre- 
taries continue  in  executive  positions,  nationally  and  locally,  although 
the  number  steadily  decreases.  Eighteen  of  the  national  Movements 
with  which  co-operation  obtains  operate  under  autonomous  commit- 
tees. Fifty-seven  per  cent  of  the  foreign  staff,  when  they  sail  from  this 
base  for  their  posts,  are  handed  over  to  these  committees  to  serve  en- 
tirely under  their  placement  and  direction. 

After  executive  responsibilities  are  turned  over  to  the  nationals, 
there  remain  such  services  to  be  rendered  by  foreign  secretaries  as 
assistance  in  training,  in  the  production  of  literature,  in  physical, 
social,  and  religious  education,  in  specialization  for  work  with  boys, 
students,  and  other  groups.  Great  areas  for  pioneering  exist  in  the 
fields  longest  occupied.  The  clear  duty  remains  to  reach  out  from 
concentration  on  the  merchant,  official,  and  student  classes,  which 
were  the  original  categories,  to  the  less  favored  populations — indus- 
trial and  rural. 

Periodically  a Conference  on  National  Policies  takes  place  be- 
tween the  Association  leaders  of  the  co-operating  countries,  the  North 
American  senior  representatives  in  those  countries,  the  executives  of 
the  Foreign  Committee,  and  of  income  production.  They  sit  down  and 
face  up  to  the  programs  ahead.  These  notes  record  in  part  the  ministry 
which  the  nationals  themselves,  at  the  last  Conference,  saw  ahead  for 
the  Movements  they  were  leading  respectively: 

Poland — to  help  the  nation’s  democratic  processes,  to  bring  fac- 
tions together,  to  develop  religion  in  daily  life,  and  to  help  the 
educated  remain  Christian. 

Palestine — to  demonstrate  the  Fatherhood  of  God,  through  the 
Brotherhood  of  Man. 

Korea — to  supply  a platform  and  new  program  for  young  Korea, 
thoroughly  determined  to  destroy  everything  handed  down  from  time 
immemorial. 

China — to  raise  the  whole  moral  and  cultural  level  of  young 

J C 

men,  as  requisite  of  national  unity. 
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South  America — to  make  religion  a way  of  life,  not  a number 
of  beliefs. 

Japan — to  put  religious  content  into  the  shell  of  outward  organi- 
zation. 

India — to  help  young  men  fulfill  their  mission  to  their  country 
in  their  day  and  generation. 

Czecho-Slovakia — to  create  moral  currents  and  unify  the  races 
and  religions. 

These  are  large  orders,  revealing  that  Canada  and  the  United 
States  stand  in  fellowship  with  leadership  in  these  other  lands,  finding 
in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  instrumentalities  for  the 
service  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  beyond  the  dreams  of  any  man  who 
in  the  initial  or  even  the  later  stages  had  his  vision  of  this  service. 
President  Wilson’s  remark  is  recalled  that  what  impressed  him  most 
about  the  YMCA  was  the  comparative  failure  of  many  of  its  leaders 
to  recognize  the  potentiality  of  the  instrument  in  their  hands. 

FIRST-RATE  ISSUES  — SECOND- 
RATE  ATTACK 

The  use  of  such  instrumentalities  constitutes  a heavy  responsibility 
for  men  and  women  who  accept  life  in  terms  of  stewardship.  The 
record  of  performance  in  the  past  five  years  is  less  than  commensu- 
rate. A certain  advertising  manager  tells  the  public  that  in  a past 
period  17,000,000  units  of  his  product  were  sold.  Later  that  figure 
could  be  crossed  out  and  made  21,000,000.  The  current  claim  is  26,- 
000,000.  By  contrast,  in  the  five  years  of  the  administration  of  the 
YMCA  National  Council  of  the  United  States,  the  map  showing  the 
distribution  of  223  foreign  secretaries  has  had  to  be  revised  down 
to  161. 

The  projects  that  face  the  National  Councils  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  in  co-operation  with  the  younger  Movements  of  their 
own  parentage,  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  a second-rate  organization 
and  attack,  and  their  Foreign  Committee  cannot  proceed  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  it  has  been  compelled  to  go  the  past  five  years  in  respect 
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to  budget  and  personnel  and  remain  a lirst-rate  force.  The  reductions 
that  have  taken  place  to  date  have  made  necessary  abandoning  one 
country.  Another  cut  of  any  considerable  dimensions  will  mean  the 
abandonment  of  others — and  a shock  given  to  international  confidence 
across  the  world  such  as  could  be  administered  by  but  a few  other 
organizations  in  existence. 

THE  CHALLENGE  OF  COMMUNISM 

The  largest  investments  made  thus  far  by  the  Foreign  Committee  in 
money  and  in  lives  are  in  the  Far  East.  There  some  of  the  great  crises 
of  human  society  impend.  The  body  of  important  people  who  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Institute  of  Pacific  Relations  left  their  normal 
work  for  months  to  examine  in  Kyoto  the  problems  around  the  Pacific, 
is  eloquently  suggestive  of  the  great  issues  of  that  Area  that  hang 
in  the  balance.  Incidentally,  but  significantly,  fifteen  members  of  the 
Conference,  including  leaders  of  national  delegations,  were  Associa- 
tion laymen  and  secretaries. 

Acutely  in  China  is  being  waged  a contest  for  the  allegiance  of 
youth.  Stripped  down  to  naked  reality,  the  issue  is  whether  there  is 

going  to  be  revolution  with 
hate  determining  its  tech- 
niques, or  revolution  in  terms 
of  Christian  love?  In  any 
case,  revolution.  Commu- 
nism, which  proceeds  by  class 
war,  is  somewhat  under- 
ground at  the  moment,  but 
not  very  far  below  the  sur- 
face. There  exists  in  Moscow 
a single  university  that  has 
in  training,  by  the  Commu- 
nists of  Russia,  hundreds  of 
Chinese,  picked  out  of  the 
colleges  and  universities. 
Their  expenses  are  paid  to 


An  Indian  Bootblack  from  Monterrey,  Mexico 
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Moscow.  They  are  trained  in  class  revolution  free.  Until  the  borders 
were  closed  somewhat  against  their  ingoing  to  China,  three  hundred 
trained  revolutionists  were  being  delivered  annually.  Beyond  ques- 
tion there  are  operating  far  more  such  Communist  trained  Chinese 
agents,  men  and  women,  with  determination,  zeal  and  ability,  than 
are  enumerated  in  the  entire  national  and  foreign  staffs  of  both  the 
YMCA  and  YWCA. 

A leading  British  editor  in  Shanghai,  when  the  revolutionary 
storm  was  rising  high  in  1926  declared,  "The  situation  seems  to  me 
to  be  absolutely  hopeless.  There  is  only  one  little  scrap  of  blue  in 
the  sky  and  that  is  David  Yui  and  the  little  group  of  men  he  has 
gathered  around  him;  that  little  group  who,  with  other  secretaries 
(scattered  around  in  forty-three  cities),  are  holding  a torch  which 
is  drawing  the  young  Chinese.  That  is  my  only  hope  for  China;  they 
alone  are  standing  for  the  constitutional  point  of  view,  for  the  mod- 
erate as  against  the  radical.”  David  Yui  is  the  general  secretary  of 
the  National  YMCA  Committee  of  China. 

In  the  same  period  an  international  Communist  youth  publication 
in  Austria  carried  a long  statement  by  a Chinese  Communist  pointing 
out  how  the  YMCA  must  be  fought,  and  its  influence  destroyed 
among  the  youth  of  China.  In  July,  1926,  the  head  of  the  State  Political 
Administration  of  Russia,  than  which  no  higher  power  exists  in  that 
government,  reported  to  the  Soviet  Cabinet  that  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  was  an  imperialistic,  capitalistic,  fascist,  relig- 
ious organization,  with  large  resources,  established  all  over  the  world, 
an  obstacle  to  world  revolution  and  a menace  to  the  Soviet  State. 

The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  is  not  fighting  Com- 
munists as  such,  yet  the  lines  are  drawn  against  it.  The  organization 
is  simply  going  about  its  business,  which  the  apostles  of  hate  find 
crosses  their  path  to  the  winning  of  youth. 
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RAISING  ECONOMIC  LEVELS 


In  Korea,  a land  of  26,642 
villages,  is  another  area  of 
mounting  opportunity.  As- 
sociation pioneers  have  en- 
tered into  a rich  harvest  of 
fraternal  service. HughCynn, 
the  National  General  Secre- 
tary, says:  Life  is  hard  in 

these  villages.  The  people 
are  poor, — an  average  per 
capita  income  of  $75  per 
year.  Heads  are  bowed,  backs 
bent,  faces  dull  from  the  eter- 
nal grind  of  poverty.  The 
higher  life  of  health,  joy,  and 
religion  is  crushed  out.” 
Then  he  glances  enthusiastically  over  the  five  areas  into  which  his 
country  has  been  divided  for  the  developing  of  Association  service 
and  selects  the  following  thrilling  report  from  one  center.  'Thirty-five 
volunteers  visit  seventeen  towns  and  enroll  3,500  pupils  from  68  vil- 
lages in  the  study  of  farming  methods.  These  workers  distribute  seeds; 
they  distribute  eggs  for  raising  better  fowls;  they  teach  co-operation  in 
buying  and  selling;  they  distribute  literature  and  point  out  the  value 
of  temperate  habits  and  of  thrift.  They  bring  the  principles,  spirit  and 
Christ  of  the  Gospel.  "Verily,”  Mr.  Cynn  declares,  ”1  believe  that  the 
YMCA  idea  is  sent  from  heaven.”  Another  distinguished  Korean 
declares:  "The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  is  the  only  organi- 
zation that  can  successfully  harmonize  the  demands  of  new  thought 
with  the  forces  of  the  old  svstem  and  thereby  save  society  from  utter 
destruction.” 

BUILDING  BRIDGES  BETWEEN  RACES 

Another  major  project  that  calls  for  a first-rate  organization  and 
program  is  in  South  Africa,  the  spot  probably  where  the  racial  issue 


l van  and  Alexis,  Russian  Boy  Campers 
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is  the  hottest  on  earth.  Max 
Yergan,  an  educated,  saint- 
ly, resourceful  American 
negro,  many  informed  obser- 
vers will  say  is  a most  prom- 
ising man  with  the  most 
promising  program  for 
building  bridges  between  the 
races.  An  official  lately  testi- 
fied that  the  Government  has 
so  much  confidence  in  Yer- 
gan that  they  are  willing  to 
hear  his  criticism.  He  is 
transplating  with  adapta- 
tions the  program  of  the  In- 
terracial Commission  of  the 
United  States  which  is  of 
YMCA  origin  without  the  Ahsilwatem,  Basketball  Captain  jrom  Bombay 
label  and  which  has  arrested 

the  attention  of  colonial  administrators  sufficiently  to  send  commis- 
sions here  to  study  it.  Yergan  has  3,000  members  in  a score  of  Afri- 
can College  Associations,  being  guided  toward  a life  of  service  to  their 
people.  He  enjoys  liaison  relations  with  the  white  colleges.  But  one 
man  in  a population  of  between  six  and  seven  million  blacks,  and  a 
million  and  a half  whites!  The  territory  begins  at  Cape  Colony  and 
goes  up  through  Natal,  Transvaal,  Orange  Free  State,  Bechuana, 
Zulu,  Basuto  and  Great  Bushman  Lands,  South  West  Africa.  One 
man  to  a first-rate  project  of  these  dimensions! 


SPIRITUAL  MOVEMENT  IN  LATIN  AMERICA 


Contemporary  Latin  America  presents  a spiritual  opportunity 
unparalleled  in  its  own  history  for  all  who  know  that  Christ  supremely 
offers  a ministry  to  life  for  individuals  and  for  society  wide  enough 
to  have  the  character  of  a Movement.  Intellectuals  from  Mexico  to 
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Chile  and  the  Argentine  are  manifesting  active  interest  and  experi- 
ence in  vital  religion. 

This  is  in  contrast  to  the  traditions  of  their  class,  which  for 
generations  had  been  committed  to  the  complete  secularization  of  life. 

As  a cabinet  officer  reports:  "Strange  movements  and  awakenings 
are  being  felt  among  us.  Men  not  in  the  ministry  of  any  church  are 
beginning  to  write  about  Christ.  There  are  signs  that  a need  is  being 
felt  and  confessed  and  men  are  seeking  to  have  that  need  satisfied 
in  the  Divine.  The  expression  is  neither  Protestant  nor  Catholic.  There 
is  no  particular  leader  or  prophet  inspiring  it.  Individuals  here  and 
there  independently  have  found  fresh  religious  resources  for  them- 
selves and  only  now  are  becoming  consciously  aware  of  one  another. 
In  this  coming  together  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  is 
influential  in  affording  a rallying  center,  a platform  and  personnel.  . . . 
A literature  is  appearing.  A recent  notable  book,  'The  Invisible 
Christ,’  written  by  Dr.  Ricardo  Rojas,  Rector  of  the  University  of 
Buenos  Aires,  has  gone  through  several  editions,  receiving  almost 
sensational  acceptance  because  of  the  author’s  already  established 
literary  fame.  . . . Before  three  thousand  people  in  the  Theatre  Colon 
in  Buenos  Aires,  gathered  in  recognition  of  the  authorship  of  Dr. 
Rojas,  extending  over  a quarter  of  a century,  with  the  President  of 
the  Republic  and  his  cabinet  officers  present,  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction  urged  him  with  eloquence  to  keep  on  singing  of  the  victory 
of  man  and  of  the  eternal  spirit  of  Christ  fertilizing  the  generations 
of  the  present  and  of  the  future  with  good  and  truth  and  beauty.  . . . 
Another  leading  figure  is  Julio  Navarro  Monzo,  for  many  years  art 
critic  on  'La  Nacion,’  the  great  Argentine  newspaper.  Like  many 
intellectuals,  he  had  renounced  his  early  religious  training  and  con- 
sidered himself  a confirmed  atheist.  Dissatified  with  unbelief,  he 
resumed  the  study  of  religion,  with  the  result  that  he  became  a pro- 
nounced Christian.”  As  a member  of  the  staff  of  the  South  American 
YMCA  Federation,  his  entire  time  is  devoted  to  leadership  in  this 
spiritual  movement  as  lecturer  and  writer.  The  elite  of  the  university 
capitals  make  up  his  crowded  audiences.  The  Argentine  National 
Library  Committee  has  placed  in  circulation  two  hundred  sets  of  his 
complete  works  on  religion  embracing  many  volumes. 
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Associated  with  Navarro  Monzo  in  this  ministry  to  the  Latin 
American  intelligentsia  is  Dr.  John  A.  Mackay,  also  of  the  continental 
staff,  whose  messages  in  Mexico  City,  on  the  National  University 
platform,  were  broadcast  by  the  Department  of  Education’s  radio 
system.  In  the  four  hundred  years  of  western  culture  in  this  half  of 
the  new  world  no  similar  ripeness  for  spiritual  advance  has  presented 
itself.  In  every  respect  it  measures  up  to  the  specifications  of  a first- 
rate  project.  In  quality  our  participation  in  it  is  fitting  but  in  volume 
not  commensurate. 

RAISING  UP  LEADERS  IN  MEXICO 

It  was  the  testimony  of  General  Obregon,  shortly  before  his  death, 
that,  "If  there  could  be  forty  YMCA’s  in  Mexico,  within  a genera- 
tion the  legitimate  objects  of  the  revolution  would  be  accomplished.” 
The  inquiry  rises  how  does  a young  Movement  so  soon  reach  such 
capacity  for  service.  Attention  is  early  directed  to  leadership.  The 
first  foreign  secretary  went  to  Mexico  City  in  1902.  When  the  joint 
United  States-Mexico  Commission  sat  in  Atlantic  City  in  1 9 16  to 
adjust  the  difficulties  be- 
tween the  two  governments 
every  attache  of  the  Mexican 
contingent  was  a member  of 
the  YMCA  in  their  capital. 

The  younger  men  of  those 
years  have  risen  now  into  the 
first  line  of  their  country’s 
service.  The  President  of  the 
Association  in  Mexico  City 
holds  the  Portfolio  for  Edu- 
cation, doing  a piece  of  work 
through  rural  schools  that  is 
arresting  the  attention  of  ed- 
ucators internationally.  An- 
other educationalist  in  that 
country  became  a Christian 
in  and  through  the  Associa- 
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non.  When  prominent  lecturers  on  religion  visit  the  city  they  are 
given  contacts  with  the  teachers  of  the  nation.  The  Government, 
entering  on  a national  program  of  physical  education,  asks  for  the 
direction  of  the  Association’s  specialist,  a trained  product  of  Mexico, 
and  is  loaned  him  for  a year.  Again  first-rate  projects  are  faced  with 
first-rate  leadership,  yet  numerically  wholly  inadequate. 


The  Philippines  illustrate  how  co-operation  can  be  given  a nation 
with  an  economical  organization  that  will  press  transforming  in- 
fluences to  its  farther  borders.  In  Manila  is  a great  metropolitan 
organization  with  ten  units  serving  business  and  professional  men 
and  students  among  the  Filipinos,  Chinese,  Americans,  and  Euro- 
peans. City  and  student  Associations  have  been  created  in  twenty-two 
other  towns  with  a total  membership  of  12,600.  Honorable  Henry  L. 
Stimson,  Secretary  of  State  and  former  governor  of  the  Philippines, 
declares:  "The  Association  has  done  and  is  doing  a great  work  in 
preparing  our  youth  for  future  usefulness  and  good  citizenship.  Its 


WINNING  THE  PHILIPPINES 
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emphasis  upon  physical 
vigor,  clean  sportsmanship, 
and  high  ideals  of  conduct 
and  service  has  contributed 
much  to  a healthy  and  so- 
cially enlightened  young 
manhood  in  these  Islands.” 
Expansion  widely  and 
soundly  waits  only  on  the  ev- 
idence that  the  North  Amer- 
ican Brotherhood  is  through 
reducing  co-operation  and 
prepared  to  fulfill  its  mission 
with  this  virile  young  Move- 
ment it  has  fostered  to 
achieving  power. 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  IN  INDIA 


If  the  claims  of  a service  may  be  tested  by  the  eagerness  of  its  recep- 
tion, then  the  Association  program  of  physical  education  in  India 
ranks  high  in  mandatory  character.  Systematic  recreation  and  commu- 
nity hygiene  fathered  by  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  spe- 
cialists in  the  capital  cities  of  Bengal,  Madras,  Burma,  Bombay,  Pun- 
jab, United  Provinces,  Central  Provinces,  Hyderabad,  and  so  on,  have 
grown  rapidly  in  the  esteem  of  Indian  and  British  leaders.  Recent  gov- 
ernment action  in  Madras  plans  for  compulsory  physical  education  in 
secondary  schools,  and  in  colleges,  as  soon  as  adequate  leadership  may 
be  trained.  This  development  for  health  and  character  is  already 
nation-wide.  Our  physical  training  school  at  Madras — and  there  is 
no  other  among  300,000,000  people — with  a limit  of  seventv- 
hve  students,  received  last  year  125  applications.  Upon  graduation 
these  men  promptly  find  fields  of  wide  influence  in  playgrounds, 
schools,  and  industries.  The  National  General  Secretary,  K.  T.  Paul, 
asserts  that,  "For  generations  in  India  we  have  cultivated  the  mind 
and  spirit  and  neglected  the  body.  The  Association  has  brought  a new 
ideal — of  play  for  everybody — and  an  all-round  healthfulness.”  When 
will  we  take  the  training  center  of  this  commanding  service  out  from 
under  thatched  roofs  and  give  it  space  to  multiply  its  exponents  and 
the  radius  of  its  blessing? 


FRIENDLY  RELATIONS  AMONG 
FOREIGN  STUDENTS 

One  hundred  and  one  countries  have  ' unofficial  ambassadors”  in 
the  persons  of  9,1 13  students  registered  in  the  colleges  and  universities 
of  forty-seven  of  the  States  of  the  American  Union  The  Committee  on 
Friendly  Relations  Among  Foreign  Students  serves  them  by  acquaint- 
ing the  American  people  with  the  unique  opportunity  of  offering  hos- 
pitality, by  helping  the  individual  student  in  the  solution  of  his  prob- 
lems as  a stranger,  and  by  enabling  him  to  become  acquainted  with 
others  and  with  American  life.  The  results  in  the  development  of 
character  according  to  Christian  ideals  and  in  furtherance  of  inter- 
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national  goodwill  are  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  outlay 
of  money  and  time.  The  staff 
of  two  Americans  and  five 
nationals  is  well  chosen.  The 
Administrative  Board  repre- 
sents leadership  from  the 
best  elements  of  the  nation. 
During  the  year  the  Advis- 
ory Council  has  had  acces- 
sion to  its  membership  of 
Newton  D.  Baker,  John  W. 
Davis,  and  Elihu  Root. 

With  larger  financial  re- 
sources a first-rate  position  for  exercising  great  international  influ- 
ences could  be  more  nearly  occupied.  Its  possibilities  outrun  the  imagi- 
nation when  there  is  spread  before  us  what  these  student  guests 
become. 

Among  238  prominent  Chinese  students  returned  from  America 
forty-one  are  presidents  of  colleges;  fourteen  are  officials  in  the  minis- 
tries of  education;  six  have  been  premiers;  forty-six  have  held  cabinet 
positions;  nine  have  been  members  of  parliament;  seventeen  have  been 
appointed  ministers  to  foreign  countries;  there  have  been  four  mayors 
of  cities,  one  governor,  ten  directors  of  railways,  thirty-three  man- 
agers of  banks,  twenty-one  heads  of  manufacturing  concerns;  fourteen 
have  been  secretaries  of  the  YMCA  in  China;  and  forty-live  have  been 
journalists  at  one  time  or  another. 


In  the  Student  Hostel  at  Travancore 
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THE  REGIONS  BEYOND 

Vast  regions  still  lie  entirely  outside  this  international  service  of 
North  America.  Thirty  countries  now  receive  it.  Calls  are  on  file  with 
the  Foreign  Committee  from  the  churchmen,  the  statesmen,  the  educa- 
tors, and  the  business  men  of  thirty-nine  other  countries  for  similar 
co-operation.  Have  they  any  importance?  Persia  is  at  the  door.  Spain 
also.  And  Siam — a country  with  ten  millions  of  population,  an  en- 
lightened Government,  a civilization  rising  with  rapidity,  its  life 
being  modernized,  but  a secular  civilization.  One  of  the  strongest 
missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  has  an  organ- 
ization and  an  equipment  offered  for  the  initiation  of  an  Association. 
Their  appeal  and  that  of  the  Anglicans  is  re-enforced  by  the  pastors 
of  the  Chinese  churches  and  of  the  Siamese  churches.  The  royal  family 
(and  it  is  a royal  house  with  five  of  its  princes  presiding  ably  over 
the  departments  of  Interior,  Finance,  Foreign  Affairs,  Education,  and 
Defense)  is  interested  and  pledges  co-operation.  The  United  States 
Minister  and  the  British  Charge  press  the  case.  The  call  has  been  a 
standing  one  for  years.  It  is  now  clamant. 

Thus  on  every  continent  facing  first-rate  demands,  only  first-rate 
attack  may  cope  with  them  in  this  day,  unless  those  forces  are  to 
gain  ascendancy  which  President  Hoover  had  in  mind  when  he  said 
at  the  close  of  the  War:  "We  should  lend  to  the  whole  world  our 
economic  and  moral  strength,  or  the  world  will  swim  in  a sea  of 
misery  and  disaster  worse  than  the  Dark  Ages.” 
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